
Candidate questionnaire from POST MEDIA (Calgary Herald and Calgary Sun) 

 

Congratulations on your candidacy for the 2021 municipal election.  

To help inform Calgarians about your platform and position on important issues, Postmedia is inviting 

candidates to fill out and submit the attached questionnaire that will be posted on the Calgary Herald 

and Calgary Sun websites. 

Candidate Name: Tudor Dinca (Ward 5 City Council candidate) Occupation: Policy Analyst 

 

Political/volunteer experience? 

I had previously ran for City Council in Ward 5 back in 2017. I've also worked at different levels of 

government from 2017 to 2020 and I often volunteer in the community clean up events hosted by the 

various community associations in Ward 5. 

 

What is your motivation for seeking a seat on city council? 

 

When comparing the main issues that Ward 5 faces today, with those that it faced in 2017, there isn't 

that much of a difference. There has been next to no progress in extending the Blue Line LRT pass the 

Saddletowne station. Our newer neighborhoods lack playgrounds, recreational facilities and communal 

spaces. Not to mention that our established neighborhoods are dealing with an increase in 

homelessness and petty crime. I truly believe that this quadrant of the city can be in a much better state 

than it currently is and I want to contribute towards its betterment. 

 

Describe your leadership style 

 

I would describe my leadership style as very diligent , open minded and above everything else, curious. 

We need to ask tough questions on how we can improve upon the way we do things as a City. We also 

need to look at those cities, from around the world, that are performing better than we are in order to 

identify the solutions we need. Re-inventing the wheel is not necessary. 

 

What do you consider the single most important issue facing Calgarians, and what should be 

done about it? 

 

The increase in property taxes as a result of urban sprawl. Our previous Council continued to approve 

new communities at the edges of the City, continuing to extend our urban footprint while not increasing 

the density of our taxpayer base per square kilometre. As a result, the City is failing to provide the same 

level of public services over a greater area, resorting to higher property taxes on homeowners in an 

attempt to do so. We can increase our taxpayer  base by building higher density developments by LRT 

stations or in areas where there are massive parking lots. The city doesn't collect that much property tax 

from a parking lots that sits mostly empty but it can collect more revenue if we have an apartment 



building that at its base would have a number of local businesses. In doing this, by having a bigger 

taxpayer base, we can reduce the burden of property taxes on each individual owner. 

What are the three most important issues in your ward, and how would you address them?  

 

1) Safety, we have seen an increasing number of people driving incredibly recklessly on our public roads. 

There is also an increase in petty crime and we still have some gang activity in the area. Road safety can 

be addressed by introducing traffic calming infrastructure in existing neighbourhoods and by designing 

newer neighbourhoods with this detail in mind. We simply can't have a police officer on every corner, so 

we need to design our streets with this reality in mind. For petty crime, one way to reduce it is by 

helping those who resort to petty crime in order to survive (as example some homeless people resort to 

petty crime). If we provide housing for some of these individuals we could see a reduction in petty 

crime. Gang violence is the hardest issue to solve but we know that vulnerable youth can be an 

important resource for gang activity. If we provide activities and programs for young people in Ward 5, 

then hopefully, these alternatives will guide them away from a life of crime. 

2) Public transportation - the Blue Line LRT is the backbone of the NE public infrastructure network and 

we need to extend this service in the newer NE communities. The NE is home to new residents, new 

Canadians and a large number of students. Many individuals can not afford a car or many families 

cannot afford a second car and as a result rely in public transportation. Hence we need to insure that 

Ward 5 has reliable public transportation throughout the area. How can we achieve this? We need to 

get funding from the province and the federal government. The good news is, each level of government 

would only have to contribute $250 million dollars each to complete the Blue Line all the way up to 

128th Avenue in the NE. This is substantially less than the 1.5 Billion dollars that each level of 

government had to contribute towards the Green Line. 

3) Public facilities - Although the established communities have the Genesis Center and the Leisure 

Center within reach the newer communities have been waiting for nearly a decade for a accessible 

recreational space. This type of facility needs to be made a priority so that families don't have to drive 

for 15-20 minutes (if not longer in winter) in order to ensure their children and themselves have an 

adequate space for social/physical activities. The recent Skyview recreational facility announcement 

(that took place only 3 months ago) is welcomed but it must be placed high up on the priority list and 

must be designed in such a way that it is well integrated with the community. 

 

Do you support the city's downtown revitalization strategy? Where should funding and 

programs be focused? 

Funding and programs should be focused on supporting entrepreneurs and other businesses. We can 

convert or build as many residential buildings as we want but if we do not have the jobs, the 

professional opportunities for those who might want to move and live downtown, then our core will 

continue to be empty. Above everything else, in order to make downtown more appealing we need to 

resuscitate its economic vitality. 

 

What innovative project or job creation measure can you propose to aid Calgary's post-



COVID economic recovery? 

 

In the 21st century, the cities that seem to be the most successful are those that have adapted to the 

digital age. As a result, Calgary should provide tax breaks for tech start-ups and businesses that are 

looking to enter the Canadian market. By doing this, we can hopefully reduce our downtown office 

vacancy rate, bring in more professionals that want to work and live in the core while also revitalizing 

the area. 

 

What should city council do to keep young adults from leaving Calgary? 

 

As I mentioned in a previous question, above everything else, jobs. Outside of that, a very important 

detail is the need to provide public spaces (both indoor & outdoor). We need more courts, green spaces 

and less ground level parking lots. In Cities like Montreal , Toronto and Vancouver, when people go 

downtown they have multiple reasons to want to live or hang-out there. Our choice in Calgary is much 

more limited. We should also utilize our +15 walkway system as a space for activities pass 6 pm. Other 

cities with cold climates build and use these spaces with their winters in mind. Our City has built our +15 

network with the mobility of the average professional in mind but it has failed to adapt to the needs of 

the average downtown resident/visitor , especially after 6 PM. 

 

The next city council could be asked to return fluoride to the city's water supply. What is 

your position on this? 

 

My current default position is a neutral/leaning towards "NO" to Fluoride. This is because most 

countries in the European Union do not use fluoridation in their drinking water system. It would seem 

that fluoridation is a very North American/British practice but I would like to learn more about why 

other developed countries from around the world do not use Flouride. If there is a clear majority of 

Calgarians in favor of the "YES" side I would respect the wishes of the electorate but I would ask some of 

the questions I mentioned above so that both Ward 5 residents and Calgarians can be as informed as 

possible on this topic. 

 


