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What is your position on existing residential zoning bylaws as it pertains to densification? 

 

This question is a bit too vague, too general. It would have helped if your organization had attached a 

particular by-law(s), documentation or a more specific point to the question. In general, I am against 

densification in heritage neighbourhoods. The only exception would be when a home is beyond repair. If 

the lot and location allows for a higher density construction without impacting the neighbourhood’s 

character then I would welcome it but outside of that, I am against densification in heritage 

neighbourhoods. 

 

I do think however, that we do need to densify our city. We are too spread out; we are stretching our 

resources thin by trying to deliver essential services to the very far edges of the city. The main ways we 

can address these inefficiencies and short-falls are by drawing a line on how far we can extend the City, 

we need to stop this practice. We should also build higher density housing in areas where we have LRT 

stations and other user friendly public transit. This way we can stop worrying about new 

neighbourhoods that should never been built at the edges of the city and instead focus on the 

established neighbourhoods that could use investments in community regeneration. 

 

Under what circumstances should Calgary parks and green spaces be sold to provide cash 

flow and increase the tax base? 

 

It really depends on the area and the amount of green space we have available in that area. We have 

certain districts that have old and underused golf courses/green spaces (as an example) that might be 

put to better use if they were made into public parks and higher density neighbourhoods (ideally close 

to a LRT station) in order to increase the tax-payer base. Of course, the residential construction should 

not cover the entire green space but it can definitely be planned better. Our city is way too sprawled 

and we need to find those zones where we can build sustainably. 

 

To what extent should community input influence planning and development decisions? 

 

People who live within their communities are most familiar with the issues on the ground, so their input 

is key. However, there are cases where local residents might not be aware of better policy solutions due 

to the fact that they've only been exposed to how Calgary does things. One example that was eye 

opening for me was when many residents who live in older Calgary neighbourhoods (50+ years) who 

fight to keep their area as a mainly single detached neighbourhoods. This is good but some of these 

residents want just the lots to remain the same size but don't fight equally as hard to protect the 

neighbourhood’s heritage homes. Some of these residents don't seem to understand that the character 
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of a neighbourhood is not just the shape of their personal lot but also the architecture, the "old layout", 

the walk-ability and overall old (classic) look of the neighbourhood that gives its charm, its identity. And 

although infills offer more housing space, more modern amenities and more return on investment 

(especially when building a duplex), it takes away from the heritage nature of our older neighbourhoods. 


