
2021 Election Municipal Candidate Issue Survey 

 
Lead Calgary is asking candidates in the Calgary municipal 2021 election to complete this issue 

survey to assist us in understanding where they stand on key issues. Your responses will inform 

our endorsements in this election. 

 

Question Title 

1. Candidate Information 

Candidate Name
Tudor Dinca 

 

Ward/Office
Ward 5

 

2. Do you believe that City Council needs more transparency and better accountability, including 

a substantial reduction in the number of secret, in-camera meetings for City Councillors 

 

Strongly agree  

Agree  

Neither agree nor disagree  

Disagree  

Strongly disagree 

3. Do you believe that when it comes to fostering economic development, City Council should 

limit itself to creating a favourable economic climate through low taxes and less regulation rather 

than picking winners and losers in the private sector through corporate welfare programs? 

 
Strongly agree 

Agree 

Neither agree nor disagree 

Disagree 

Strongly disagree 

4. Do you support reforming Calgary Economic Development to make it more transparent and 

accountable, focused on small and medium-sized businesses, and less beholden to special 

interests? 

 
Strongly agree 

Agree 

Neither agree nor disagree 

Disagree 

Strongly disagree 



 

 

 

5. Do you support reducing property taxes for homeowners AND businesses in Calgary? 

 
Strongly agree 

Agree 

Neither agree nor disagree 

Disagre 

Strongly disagree 

 

6. Do you believe that the salaries, wages, pensions, and benefits of City of Calgary employees 

have gotten out of control and need to be reduced to bring them closer to those in the private 

sector? 

 
Strongly agree  

Agree  

Neither agree nor disagree  

Disagree  

Strongly disagree 

7. Do you support privatizing some city services to reduce the burden on taxpayers while 

improving service for Calgarians? 

 
Strongly agree 

 Agree 

Neither agree nor disagree 

Disagree 

Strongly disagree 

8. Do you support the implementation of zero-based budgeting and other tools, such as a 

quarterly variance analysis, to help control costs for the City? 

 
Strongly agree 

Agree 

Neither agree nor disagree 

Disagree 

Strongly disagree 

9. Do you believe that the role of the Calgary Police Service is to protect the public and keep our 

communities safe rather than pursuing so-called social justice outcomes? 



Strongly agree 

Agree 

Neither agree nor disagree 

Disagree 

Strongly disagree 

10. Do you support reforming Calgary's property tax system to stop pitting businesses against 

homeowners and the suburbs against the city centre while also reducing the overall tax burden 

for Calgarians? 

 
Strongly agree 

Agree  

Neither agree nor disagree 

Disagree 

Strongly disagree 

11. Do you support making it faster and cheaper for developers to build new housing in Calgary, 

which will increase the overall housing supply and make homes more affordable? 

 
Strongly agree 

Agree 

Neither agree nor disagree 

Disagree 

Strongly disagree 

12. Do you oppose giving the City of Calgary any new taxing powers and oppose introducing 

new taxes such as the "working from home" tax? 

 

Strongly agree 

Agree 

Neither agree nor disagree 

Disagree 

Strongly disagree 

13. Do you believe that the City of Calgary should focus on core services like fixing roads and 

collecting garbage? 

 
Strongly agree 

Agree 

Neither agree nor disagree 

Disagree 



Strongly disagree 

14. Do think it's time for fundamental change down at City Hall to put the best interests of 

everyday Calgary taxpayers ahead of the political insiders and special interests? 

 

Strongly agree 

Agree 

Neither agree nor disagree 

Disagree 

Strongly disagree 

15. Do you have any other thoughts or opinions you would like to share with Lead Calgary? 

As you can see, I've answered some questions as "Neither agree or disagree". I've done so 

because I either didn't like the way the question was asked or because you didn't provide 

more information in order to defend the bias that is evident in the question. As a result, I 

am going to provide my reasoning behind my down the middle answers (Neither agree or 

disagree). 

6. I am not sure if public sector salaries are out of control. If I get elected and I get to see what 

the salaries are then I will be able to make an educated decision. If it turns out they are 

significantly larger than what you typically see in the private sector then yes, I would vote to 

bring them in line with their private sector counter-parts. But until I see those numbers, I cannot 

give a definitive answer. 

7. Although I would be open to privatizing some services, there is no guarantee that a privatized 

service will automatically lead to a better delivery. There have been examples where that has 

happened but there are also cases where the new privatized service proved to be more inefficient 

and more expensive in the long-run. 

10. The only way we can reform our current property tax system is by increasing our city's 

density and stopping sprawl. Vancouver for example, has lower property taxes per the value of 

the home due to the higher density. If we keep sprawling and we keep building mostly single 

family homes then our tax base will be stretched thin. 

11. In regards to the housing supply issue, I want more housing to be built but not if this will 

mean more sprawl. As I mentioned in the previous question, the way we are continuing with 

sprawl is going to lead (we are already kind of there) to a City that cannot deliver the same 

quality services all over its existing or ever-growing footprint. 


